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El Salvador: U.S. Denies Entry Visa To F.m.l.n. Leader
Joaquin Villalobos
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, April 3, 1992
On March 21, local media reports indicated that the US consulate in San Salvador refused to issue
an entry visa for Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) leader Joaquin Villalobos.
Villalobos was scheduled to accompany a government delegation to Washington in order to
participate in a meeting coordinated by the World Bank on international aid for El Salvador. FMLN
leaders Roberto Canas and Salvador Sanabria were selected to replace Villalobos at the meeting.
March 23: A US State Department spokesperson told reporters that Secretary of State James Baker
had ordered an internal review aimed at discovering why Villalobos had been denied a visa. March
24: Villalobos told reporters that he interpreted the entry visa decision as a gesture of "reprisal"
against the FMLN for refusal to extradite two rebels charged with killing two US military advisers
in 1991 for trial in the US. The two rebels voluntarily surrendered to Salvadoran judicial authorities
on March 17. (See CAU 03/20/92.) Villalobos asserted that the US "attitude need not affect" the
new relations established between the FMLN and the US government. (Basic data from Notimex,
03/21/92; Agence France-Presse, 03/23/92, 03/24/92)
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